11L   FLOOD RELIEF

It was impossible for me to visit Bengal and omit the flood
area and the relief given there by Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray's
committee. It was a place of pilgrimage for me first because of
my association with the Acharya since 1901 and secondly be-
cause of the successful manner in which he demonstrated the
efficacy of the Gharkha as an instrument of relief and an insurance
against future distress. If the villagers were well instructed in the
methods of dealing with floods and famine and were also accus-
tomed to an occupation besides agriculture which is impossible
in times of flood or famines, much time, money and labour that
are generally required on such occasions could be saved. When
people are taught at such times to depend upon charity for their
sustenance, they lose their self-respect and also the use of their
limbs. Demoralization then sets in and at last such people are
reduced to a state worse than that of mere lower animals. For
the latter have at least pleasure in living. The former are dead to
life. I, therefore, wanted to see as much as I could with my own
eyes what the charkha-mad chemist had done in the relief area.

I was taken to Bogra and thence to Talora where I met the
distinguished countryman in his element. "This hut is more pre-
cious to me than the palatial Science College. I got more peace
and quiet of mind here than elsewhere. And the charkha is grow-
ing on me. It gives rest to a mind distracted by study of books!"
Talora is a little village where the Relief Committee has one of its
centres. The committee has bought a piece of land about 20
bighas and erected bamboo huts with thatched roofs amid sur-
roundings of great natural beauty. There is malaria in East Bengal
which is nature's revenge for man's neglect of her laws. But East
Bengal has vegetation which gives it a beauty* that is hard to ex-
cel. Man has succeeded in making it malarial but not yet in
robbing the land of its natural beauty.

Here in restful surroundings I learnt the whole story of the
relief operations. The address presented to me would not adorn
me with a single adjective. Its six typed foolscap sides are a recital
of facts and figures which I propose to digest for the benefit of the
reader.

The great flood overwhelmed parts of Rajshahi and Bogra
districts in the September of 1922, devastating nearly 4,000 square
miles of Northern Bengal. The loss was estimated at one crore